[Dictyostelium discoideum: a model for the study of bacterial virulence].
The amoeba Dictyostelium discoideum, a bacterial predator, has emerged as a valuable tool for studying bacterial virulence. All its features make this unicellular eukaryote a versatile model organism. It can be used to study virulence factors of pathogenic bacteria as well as host elements involved in resistance to pathogens. The virulence of more than 20 bacterial species pathogenic for humans or animals has been studied using D. discoideum so far. These bacteria are either extracellular or intracellular pathogens. This review presents an overview of the question, with special emphasis on the reasons why D. discoideum is a suitable host model to study bacterial virulence, as well as on the type of information on host–pathogen relationship this amoeba can provide.